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Comments and suggestions for Society activities are always welcome, now and in the future! 
Remember to keep the third Tuesday of each month marked on your calendar for monthly RIPS meetings and activities. 
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“Reduce, reuse, recycle”“Reduce, reuse, recycle”“Reduce, reuse, recycle”“Reduce, reuse, recycle” 
In the past decade these terms and many more have been given new 
meanings and interpretations when we talk about our built environ-
ment.  What does it all mean to our citizens and how can we encour-
age the greening of our communities? 
 

Learn more as you enjoy a good movie on Tuesday, November 15, 
beginning at 7 pm at the Establishment Theatre (former Capri Thea-
tre), 220 19th Street in Rock Island.  The Rock Island Preservation 
Society invites everyone to a free showing of the hour-long PBS 
documentary The Greenest Building.  Produced by Jane Turville, it 
premiered last January in Portland, Oregon and has won several 
awards. 
 

With examples of green buildings for all uses - and how they were 
made green and what makes them green - the hour-long movie of-
fers strategies for those who would lead greener lives.   There are 
short interviews with architects, developers, bankers, preservation-
ists, environmentalists and others.  Narrator David Ogden Stiers pulls 
it all together by underscoring the important role of buildings in cre-
ating sustainable communities. 
  

Don't miss this one-time-only showing of The Greenest Building and stay 
for a group discussion of sustainable building initiatives in the Quad Cities.  
Refreshments will be available, too, and there is plenty of free parking 
nearby in downtown Rock Island.   
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Looney House Tour, 2824 River Heights  Road, Rock Island 
Members Only private tour of second Looney House, followed by 
business meeting at On the Rock.                                See related article 

October 21, 2014 
Tuesday 
7:00 PM    

Home of Jaan Sturgis, 727 22nd Street, Moline 
Regular business meeting and tour of Jaan’s “new” but historic 1920s 
Craftsman bungalow. The home is largely original, thanks to the 
previous owner living there since the early 1940s, and has extensive 
arts and crafts features and artifacts, including original light fixtures, 
doors, wainscoting, etc.    
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We are on “vacation” this month. So there is not a meeting 

Wallace Grove Tour Rehearsal  
Members and tour leaders gather near 2628 16th Avenue (big double 
house) for a tour rehearsal                 See Tour details in related article 

LOONEY HOUSE IN MEMORY  

 

Remember to keep the third Tuesday of each month marked on your calendar  
for monthly RIPS meetings and activities 

After John Looney left his Highland Park home, 
he lived for many years on a bluff overlooking 
the Rock River Valley.  The Heriford family, 
who has lived there for about 15 years, has 
graciously permitted RIPS members to see their 
home. They have many original newspaper 
articles, photos, and artifacts about the history 
of John Looney that they will share with us.    
 
Enter River Heights Road from 30th Street, 
turning west just a bit south and opposite the 
entrance to Memorial Park Cemetery.  The 
house is on the left side of the street and the 
address is on the mailbox. 
 
Afterwards our business meeting will be at On 
The Rock Grille and Bar.  The official address is 
4619 34th Street, but it’s off Blackhawk Road 
and sits down near the Rock River.    
  

Stanley Goldman   
1921-2014 

 
Rock Island lost a long-time supporter this past 
May.  Stanley Goldman was a long-time and 
generous member of RIPS. In 1998, he received a 
Special Award from RIPS for his enduring efforts 
to save downtown buildings.  His support for 
preservation activities was usually quiet and 
without publicity as he wished.   
 
An enduring legacy is the pair of lions at Longview 
Park, which he donated after it was determined 
that the existing lions could not be repaired.  These 
lions were installed in time for the centennial 
celebration of the park in 2008.   
 
Stanley Goldman will be missed by RIPS and our 
community.   

August 24, 2014 
Sunday 

2:00-4:00 PM 

Wallace Grove Walking Tour    



WALLACE GROVE NEIGHBORHOOD WALKING TOUR 
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Nestled amid beautiful mature oak trees is one of Rock Island’s historic, but lesser known neighborhoods, 
Wallace Grove.  The neighborhood developed between 1900 and 1930 and includes a wide variety of 
architectural styles including American Foursquare, Colonial Revival, Craftsman Bungalow and Shingle 
Style.  It grew as a neighborhood of families, some of whose names are familiar: Wheelan, Knox and Potter.  
Occupations included tradesmen, railroad employees, salesmen, teachers, librarians, morticians, 
newspapermen and a postal carrier.   
 
In 1908 the city directory listed only two addresses in the four block area between 26th and 28th Streets, 
16th and 18th Avenues.   The area was densely wooded and a deep ravine made continuing 27th Street all 
the way through the neighborhood impossible.  But it seemed clear that the area was destined to grow and 
in that same year the Rock Island School Board purchased five lots in the neighborhood.  In September of 
1912 a wood frame school building opened near the corner of 26th Street and 17th Avenue.   This original 
Audubon School quickly proved to be too small and in 1922 construction began on large two-story, brick, 
state of the art, “fireproof” elementary school that would serve this and surrounding neighborhoods for 
decades to come. 
 
No fewer than five structures in the Wallace Grove neighborhood have been recognized for their 
architectural distinction by being listed on the Rock Island Preservation Commission’s Most Significant 
Unprotected Structures (MoSUS) List.  Four are private homes, and the last is the unique bungalow style 
courtyard apartments at 1605 - 1615 26th Street known as Richard’s Bungalow Apartment Court. 
 
The Clevenstine House at 1700 26th Street is a Bungalow-style home built in 1925.  Stone is the most eye-
catching feature of the home.  It is used on the side walls of the 
porch steps, the porch piers and the front chimney.  Cedar shakes 
provide the siding for the house including the large square columns 
on the front porch.  The home is thought to be a Gordon-Van Tine 
kit house…No. 612 “A Striking Three-Bedroom Bungalow” that 
varied from the catalog only by the addition of stone.   
 
The Lundberg House at 1626 27th Street is a Craftsman Bungalow 
built in 1916 and owned for 35 years by Edward and Marie 
Lundberg.  Craftsman features of this home include exposed braces 
and rafters, dormer walls covered with cedar shingles, and stucco 
porch piers supporting square tapered columns.  But it is the 
chimney that grabs your attention.  Granite boulders are large on 
the bottom, and then smaller stones follow a winding path upward 
to the chimney top that is again covered in large stones.  
 
The Skallberg House at 1609 28th was built in 1911 and was the 
home of Emily Skallberg.  The Shingle-style home, as its name 
implies, has its second story covered in shingles.  The second story 
front gable extends out over the porch columns, allowing for an 
unusual recessed front porch.  Although unusual in design, a very 
similar house sits at 1650 30th Street.  Oriel windows, windows that 
project out from the walls of the house, but unlike a bay window, do 
not extend all the way to the ground, are an interesting design 
feature of the home. 
 
The Perkins-Driffell House at 2605 17th Ave was first owned by 
Russian Jewish immigrants Frank and Jennie Perkins. Frank was 
actually the builder of this home, but shortly after its construction the 
Perkins moved to Chicago and the house was purchased by Benjamin 
L. and Lillian Driffell, who lived here until around 1946.   
 
The house itself is a beautiful side-gabled Colonial Revival with 
exquisite detailing including triple dormers topped with modillions 
and pediments, modillions and dentil trim on the fascia boards, and 
Ionic capitals on the porch columns.  Although side porches are 
common on Colonial Revival homes, this one with its narrow 
windows and front-facing French doors is extra special. The Skallberg House,  1609 28th St  

Top, The Clevenstine House 
Middle , The Skal lberg House 

Bottom, The Perkins-Driffel l House ,  
Photos courtesy of the  Rock Island 

Preservation Commission  

Discover the Wallace Grove Neighborhood during a Guided Walking Tour 
on Sunday, August 24th, 2014  



WALLACE GROVE NEIGHBORHOOD WALKING TOUR  
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WHY I LIKE OLD BUILDINGS  

My affinity for old houses and buildings started at a very young age largely in part because of where I 
was born and raised.  My family lived in an old two-story farmhouse that was built circa 1886 and had 
been lived in by my father and his family since 1944.  My father told the story of when his parents 
decided to buy the house and, in particular, talk about how the house was in such disrepair at the time.  
He said that his father thought that the house may not have ever been painted (repainted that is) since 
the time it was built.  But, he said that my grandfather knew it was a well-built house and even though it 
was run down, he saw the potential in it.   So, from the time that they bought it, my father would tell 
about how they continuously worked to repair and improve it in order to bring it back to its original 
glory.  That continued after my father got married and my two brothers, two sisters, and myself, were 
born and being raised in the house.   
 
Eventually, we started to outgrow the house and so my parents decided to add-on to the original 
farmhouse.  As the expansion was being planned, I remember my father saying to the carpenter, that he 
wanted to make the house bigger, but that he didn’t want it to look like an addition.  This meant extra 
effort and work, but my father insisted that they go the extra length to make it look like a traditional style 
house.  That respect for architecture, and for the preservation of the character of the home definitely left 
an impression on me and was something that I also developed as a passion.   
 
I have owned and lived in several homes over the years now and each one has been older than the 
previous.   And repeatedly, from the first time I go into the house, I am not just looking at the condition 
that it is at the time, but for the character and the potential that it holds (with a little work).  I feel very 
fortunate to live in an area that had so much prosperity in the era when people took great pride in the 
character and in the architecture of their homes and businesses.  

 – Martin Bush  
 

Would you like to learn more about the Wallace Grove 
neighborhood, its  early residents, and its  architecture? 

 

Rock Island Preservation Society members will serve as guides taking you for an 
exterior walking tour through the Wallace Grove neighborhood  

 

Sunday,  August 24, 2014 
from 2PM – 4PM 

 

The small group tours will leave from the side yard of 2630 16th Ave, Rock 
Island, IL, and will last approximately 60 minutes.  The public is invited to tour 
the neighborhood at no charge, though donations are welcome.  Sorry, no rain date. 

Learn More! Go to the City of Rock Island website www.rigov.org and under the Community & Recreation 
link, you will find “Historic Preservation”.  There is plenty of detailed information about Rock Island’s 
neighborhoods, architecture, and history, with lots of beautiful pictures.  You can download “Stroll These 
Sidewalks” brochure to explore the many historic neighborhoods of Rock Island. You can find which 
buildings in your neighborhood may be listed as one of the Rock Island Preservation Commission’s “Most 
Significant Unprotected Structures” (MoSUS). Or simply read the “Frequently Asked Questions” about Rock 
Island preservation.  

In regard to historical preservation and the meaning it plays in the 
development of community values, the following contributions by Martin Bush 
(below) and Barb Braun (back page) poignantly illustrate the fact that old 
homes are more than just buildings. The opportunity to share the spaces and 
environments of past generations reminds us of the dignity of our past. Old 
buildings tell us what the community was and how it became what it is today. 
That shared identity helps us to understand who we are as individuals, citizens 
and as a society.                                            – Leslie O’Ryan 
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WHY I LIKE OLD BUILDINGS  
Life Lessons from a Victorian Lady 

 
    When my husband and I were searching for a home, we had several must-haves on our list: three 
bedrooms, architectural character and a close-knit neighborhood. We fell in love with a 116-year-old 
Victorian era house in Rock Island’s Broadway Historic District. For the past 14 years, it has been a 
comfortable place to live and raise our children. Along the way, my old home has taught me a lot about 
life, including respecting differences, accepting imperfections, and treasuring what’s important.  
 
Here are some lessons I’ve learned:  
 
•   The young and old can get along. I grew up in a 1970s ranch style house, which my family built 
when I was 5 years old. Everything was new and modern in my childhood home, so it was an 
adjustment to move into a home older than anyone I knew. The doors squeaked when opened and 
closed, reminding me of sound effects from a horror classic. And the stairs were worn with the patina 
of age from of previous residents who ran, stomped, or tiptoed up and down them. 
      
    I eventually put aside my ideals of what a house should be and embraced what it could be by 
changing my perspective. The same lesson can be applied to people. Every generation has its own 
characteristics and values, which often conflict with those of different age groups. For example, 
teenagers lament that adults are out of touch and don’t understand, and elders complain young people 
are hopeless and have distressing habits.      
      
    What if we stopped making hasty judgments and got to really know one another? Seniors could 
benefit from the enthusiasm and energy of young people, and teenagers could embrace the wisdom of 
those with valuable life experiences. 
 
•   Accept the things you can’t change. I’m a perfectionist. My mantra is a “just a little longer, just a 
little harder” and things will be the way they should be. However, when you live in a home that was 
built to fulfill the needs of a different generation, you learn what you can improve and what things you 
have to live with.  
 
     At first, I only saw my home’s imperfections. If only I could change this, or improve that, then it 
would be the ideal place for my family. Like most of us, I don’t have unlimited funds, so I’ve had to 
learn to live with cracks in the ceiling, windows that stick, uneven walls, and scratches that can’t be 
buffed away. 
 
     By accepting my house as great, but not perfect, I gave myself a break, too. I’ve learned living fully 
isn’t waiting until everything falls right into place. Time doesn’t stop for me to erase my wrinkles, lose 
weight, or gain confidence. Just as I open my home to welcome people, I open my heart to all kinds of 
experiences. I improve where I can and smile through the rest. 
 
•   Take care of what you value. My home has features not found in many modern residences. The 
leaded glass windows, the hand-carved woodwork and thick plaster walls are a legacy of workers who 
built things to last for generations. I feel a responsibility to preserve what others painstakingly built. If I 
don’t take time to maintain my home, then it’s likely to deteriorate and I won’t be able to bring it back 
to its original glory. It takes effort, but the results are a house that gives me a solid place to relax, 
entertain, and reflect.  
  
    Relationships are like houses. If we don’t treat our friends and family well, then we’re apt to lose out 
on the unique talents and perspectives other people can share. What is so urgent to mark off our to-do 
list? Is it worth losing the support and camaraderie from those who love us? Like historic homes and 
buildings, once friends and family are gone, all that’s left are memories.  
      
     I’ve laughed, cried, and celebrated many of life’s milestones in my century-old home. When the 
house is quiet, I listen for her wisdom. So far, I’ve learned a lot from this stoic structure. I wonder what 
lessons she has yet to teach me. 
 

Barb Braun loves living in her 19th century home,  
but wishes it had self-cleaning and instant dinner features. 

We invite you to tell  us your story! 
 

Go to RockIslandPreservation.org and “Contact Us” 


