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Presentation of the Annual Historic Preservation Awards

City of Rock Island Council Chamber, City Hall

Please nofte the change of day and time from our usual meetings.

RIPS will present the annual Historic Preservation Awards at the regu-
lar City Council meeting. We will be early on the agenda and follow-
ing our awards, we will adjourn to the Blue Cat Brew Pub 113 18th
Street for a social and short meeting.

May 20, 2009
Wednesday
7:00 PM

June 16, 2009
Tuesday
7:00 PM

July 2009

|

Presentation by State Architect Mike Jackson
Sustainability & Historic Preservation
See page 4 for details

Broadway Presbyterian Church, 710 23rd Street
General Meeting

There will be no July Meeting

Comments and suggestions for Society activities are always welcome, now and in the future!
Remember to keep the third Tuesday of each month marked on your calendar for monthly RIPS meetings and activities.

PRESERVATION MONTH

May is the celebration of Preservation Month, both nationally and locally. By proclamation of the Mayor of
Rock Island, May will be declared Preservation Month at the May 18th City Council Meeting

To celebrate Preservation Month, the Rock Island
Preservation Society is displaying their handmade
quilt in the upstairs gallery at the Rock Island Public
Library, 401 19t Street, during the month of
May. The quilt, made over twenty years ago, de-~
picts historic Rock Island homes. Each home forms
a block that was designed, constructed, and quilted
by one person. After the blocks were assembled, the
group assembled and quilted the borders.

Among the sixteen houses artfully depicted are the
Little Stone House at Saukie golf course; the
Spencer, Plummer and Connor-Parker houses on
20t Street; the Schriver and Mitchell Houses in Old
Chicago; the Rodman House, which later burned
down; and the Second Empire Quincy House on
22nd Street.

Friends of Long View Park are also participating in
Preservation Month with a display of posters in the
reference area on the main floor of the library. The
six posters contain pictures of many of the park fea-
tures from its earliest days through the
1930s. Maps showing both the original and con-
temporary configuration of the historic park are
included.

These posters were created for the centennial of the
park celebrated in July 2008. The park was built on
land once owned by Bailey Davenport and was de-
signed by celebrated landscape architect O. C. Si-
monds.

Be sure to visit our historic Main Library during
Preservation Month and see the exhibits Check out
the award winning north portico entrance.




2008 PRESERVATION AWARDS

In celebration of National Historic Preservation Month in May, the Rock Island Preservation Society is pre-
senting its annual Historic Preservation Awards and Certificates of Recognition. Public presentation of the
awards will take place at the Rock Island City Council meeting on Monday, May 18, 2009, at 6:45 in the
Council Chambers on the third floor of Rock Island City Hall, 1528 Third Avenue.

Each year RIPS honors individuals, groups, or businesses who have made special efforts to preserve or re-
store historic structures in our community or whose actions have served to support historic preservation in
Rock Island. Our awards are given primarily for exterior restoration that can be enjoyed from public right
of way and are for work which was completed the previous year or, in some cases, even earlier.

This year we are presenting Preservation Awards for four home projects and the adaptive reuse of an his-
toric building. We are also giving an Individual Award to recognize a person for years of advocacy in sup-
port of preservation of historic buildings. In addition, we will present a Certificate of Recognition for an
appropriate functional addition to a landmark building.

Case~Mitchell House at 720 20t Street, Honorees: Mark & Deb Holmes

The wrecking ball was in sight when Mark and Deb Holmes decided to take on the restoration of a home
that was little more than a shell — but a very historic one — nearly twenty years ago. The former mansion
had been converted to multiple apartments for forty years and was then effectively abandoned for another
decade. Acting as their own general contractors and doing most of the work themselves, the Holmes family
tackled the significant structural and mechanical items first, with the intent of making the home habitable.
Amazingly, the brick walls were still solid and square, and the delightful belvedere on the rooftop was in-
tact, though in disrepair. From little more than an exterior shell, the home has been rebuilt to its early ap-
pearance. Interior woodwork was reproduced based on a few pieces that remained. The front porch, which
had been missing for decades, was reproduced based on a turn-of-the century photo. An appropriate earth
toned paint scheme provided a final transformation to the once white elephant. A new garage is reminiscent
of the size and scale of the original carriage house. RIPS also recognizes the Holmes family for their willing-
ness to open their home for public view during their years of construction.

House at 834 23 Street, Honorees: Martin & Kathy Matherly

Porches are one of the most important features of a historic home, yet one of the most vulnerable to deterio-
ration. The large wraparound porch at the Matherlys’ home was in such bad condition that partial demoli-
tion was necessary, with only the roof framing remaining. The porch was then rebuilt to replicate the origi-
nal but with new materials replacing the rotted and deteriorated structural underpinnings and flooring.
New, half-height columns atop pedestals that support the roof have the same appearance as the originals.

House at 2208 7th Avenue, Honoree: Dr. Francy Ricketts

This historic house, now used as an office and residence, was restored several years ago. In the intervening
years, a problem developed on the front porch. The bases of the tall ornate columns had deteriorated to the
extent that the columns gradually sank downward. This was most apparent in the balustrade, which devel-
oped a humpback appearance. Their craftsman carpenter, Phil Douglas, was able to repair the porch thanks
to modern materials. First some needed structural work was completed, and areas of the porch flooring
were replaced. Then the six original columns were removed, one at a time, for restoration. The bottoms of
the round sections were repaired with a modern epoxy filler, designed for use with wood. Longitudinal
cracks in the columns were also filled. Then they were set on a new vented base and more vents were added
at the top to allow air circulation and prevent future rot. Finally the balustrade sections were straightened
and returned to their proper place.

House at 815 23rd Street, Honoree: Karolyn Williams

Several years ago, this home saw dozens of workers releasing the historic clapboard siding from its cage of
asphalt fake brick during a Broadway Great Unveiling. When the imitation brick was added, probably in the
1940s, the porch columns and balustrades were removed and a room was added to the front of the house.
The addition did not have clapboard siding, only rough lumber sheathing. There were many needed re-
pairs to the clapboard all over the house, as well as new clapboard needed where none was present. The
porch was reconstructed using vintage materials. Finally a tastefully elegant new paint scheme completed
this extensive unveiling and restoration.
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2008 PRESERVATION AWARDS

Preservation Award—Adaptive Reuse

Evald Hall, 3601 7t Avenue

Honoree: Augustana College

When a historic building is modified for a use other than that originally intended, it is known as “Adaptive
Reuse.” This former dormitory building, originally known simply as the Women’s Building, served Augus-
tana College as a women’s dormitory until 1960. At that time, it was converted to a men’s dormitory and
the name was changed to Erland Carlsson Hall. The adaptive reuse began in 2007 with construction that
changed the function as well as the name of the building. Now named for Emmy Carlsson Evald, the daugh-
ter of Erland, it houses the academic departments of Accounting, Business, Economics, Education and Psy-
chology, as well as the offices of Augustana’s Center for Vocational Reflection and the Office of International
Studies. Because modifications to the building were necessary, this is not considered a full restoration.
However important exterior architectural features, especially the beautiful stone walls, were repaired and
restored to maintain the appearance of Augustana’s historic campus on 7th Avenue.

Preservation Award—Advocacy

Alan Carmen, Planning & Redevelopment Administrator, City of Rock Island

RIPS honors Alan Carmen for his recent successful advocacy in finding a purchaser for the historic Schriver-
Nettles house, a mission that was accomplished within the past year. We also recognize him for his contin-
ued commitment to preservation activities, dating back to his earliest years in Rock Island. Shortly after the
Rock Island Preservation Society was organized in 1981, Alan, then a newly hired city planner, initiated the
first meeting between the fledgling organization and the city. That developed into the city’s long term rela-
tionship with RIPS that has extended to other groups who now work to restore and rebuild our city.

He was the city liaison for the committee that developed the Rock Island Preservation Ordinance, and today
continues as liaison with the Preservation Commission. He has been a key player in restoring and revitaliz-
ing our older historic neighborhoods. Under his leadership, several of our historic areas have developed
plans with both short and long term goals, intended to stabilize neighborhoods. Many of these plans have a
strong historic preservation component, which is correctly seen as a way to attract and keep new residents.
The success is demonstrated in the significant private investment that has been made in these neighbor-
hoods. The Carmen family lives in a neighborhood once thought to be at risk.

Today as Planning & Redevelopment Administrator in the Community and Economic Development Depart-
ment, Alan has continued his strong presence in preservation activities. His personal interest and hard work
succeeded in finding new owners for old properties in serious need of restoration, most recently the
Schriver-Nettles House. He is playing a key role in the adaptive reuse plans for Old Lincoln School and se-
curing funding for the current feasibility study. He was instrumental in delaying a pending demolition for
the Case-Mitchell House nearly 20 years ago and finding the new owners, who are receiving a RIPS Historic
Preservation Award this year. His work with neighborhood revitalization and preservation has resulted in a
better quality of life and a more stable tax base.

Alan’s professionalism in all aspects of his work and his integration of the principles of historic preservation
whenever relevant have caused preservationists and city planners statewide to recognize Rock Island as the
model for historic preservation at its best.

Certificate of Recognition

Rock Island Public Library, 401 19t Street

Honoree: Ava Ketter, Director

The main entrance to the landmarked Rock Island Public Library has always been a grand place. But the
steps can be a major barrier to those with physical handicaps. During the library restoration and expansion
nearly twenty-five years go, an accessible entrance on the ground floor was opened for public use, with an
elevator available for transport to other floors. But this entrance provided no shelter from the weather.
When a decision to add a portico of some type was made, consultation with the Rock Island Preservation
Commission led to the library retaining an architect who designed the complementary and very functional
portico. Its simple modern design does not compete with the classical style of the library, yet it is attractive
in its own right. Large enough to provide the needed shelter, it is constructed of materials that should en-
dure for years. A skylight keeps the interior bright, even on dark days. An added benefit — it is not actually
attached to the historic building, so no holes in the historic stonework were necessary.
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GREEN PRESERVATION

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Sustainability & Historic Preservation Presentation

On Wednesday, May 20, Mike Jackson, FAIA, and Chief Architect with
the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, will present a program on
Reduce + Reuse = Green Preservation. It will start at 7 pm on the
third floor of Rock Island City Hall, 1528 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, and
is sponsored by the Rock Island Preservation Society and the Rock Is-
land Preservation Commission. Everyone is invited to this free event.

Mike is in the forefront in relating green building practices to historic
preservation -~ last year he was extensively quoted in an article in the
National Trust's "Preservation" magazine. Those who have heard him
speak know that he's very entertaining as he imparts a wealth of infor-
mation. Historic preservation -~ building reuse -~ is rarely emphasized
in contemporary green building standards. Mike's presentation will
examine green building rating systems and historic preservation ap-
proaches and relate them to the wider perspective of sustainable devel-
opment.

Everyone from dedicated preservationists to builders, contractors,
homeowners, developers and Main Street folks will have an opportu-
nity to learn more about the green aspect of building reuse. Sustain-
ability affects everyone and will be even more important in the future.

Everyone is invited and no reservations are necessary. Invite your
friends, too. If you have questions, call Diane Oestreich, 788-1845,
or email blueskies78900@yahoo.com

Please check the mailing la-
bel on this newsletter to see
when your RIPS member-
ship expires (or has ex-
pired). If you are up-to-
date on your membership, it
should read “2/1/2010.”

Due to increased mail ex-
penses, we will no longer
continue to send the news-
letter to those whose mem-
bership has expired.

Please renew today — send your
dues ($10 per person) to RIPS,
P.O. Box 3261, Rock Island IL
61204-3261. If you feel there is
an error on your membership,
contact Diane Oestreich at 309/
788-1845.

Thank you!
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